
Bridging Connections in Addiction Research
Pilot Awards to Advance Interdisciplinary Solutions in Addiction Research

Request for Applications
 
The mission of Bridging Connections in Addiction Research (BCAR) is to promote addiction research
by providing networking and collaborative opportunities among faculty and trainees at the University of
Pittsburgh. 

To achieve the aim of further collaborative approaches in addiction research, we invite proposals for
pilot projects from across the University that integrate interdisciplinary methods along the continuum of
bench to bedside to community in addressing issues related to addiction. Proposed pilot projects are
expected  to  have  the  potential  to  transform  interdisciplinary  addiction  research.  For  example,  a
favorable project would apply biological or psychophysical paradigms from bench science into clinical
care models or population interventions. Such a project would ideally include a combination of bench,
clinical, and population scientists from multiple departments and/or divisions within larger departments
at the University of Pittsburgh.

BCAR will  support  three (3)  one-year  pilot-projects  and  funds  up  to  $100,000  may be  requested.
Projects  may  address  any  area  within  addiction  research,  although  priority  funding  areas  include
initiatives that make an impact on addiction prevention, treatment, harm reduction, and health related
consequences. We are particularly interested in interdisciplinary collaborations that help to transform
conceptualizations of care treatment models. Due to the size and scope of these pilot awards, along
with the expectation that these projects will lead to external funding, each project team should include a
senior faculty investigator in a meaningful role. 

While not required, priority will be given to projects that address a topic of importance to Southwestern
Pennsylvania and that bring together meaningful collaborations across academic units that engage the
range of senior faculty, junior faculty, and trainees. The scope of the proposed project should inform the
amount requested. The application should include:

 Descriptive title of proposed research
 Name, affiliation, campus address, email, and telephone number of the Principal Investigator(s)
 Name and contact information of collaborator(s) serving as Co-Investigators
 Participating institutions/departments/schools
 Specific aims and hypothesis (1 page)
 Project Proposal (4 pages)

o Background, importance, and impact of the work
o Description of collaboration across disciplines
o Summary of methods and experimental design
o Timeline for project implementation (1-year plan)
o Overview of plans for subsequent funding

 References cited
 Detailed budget request (1 page)

o Table indicating cost allocation
o Narrative justification of identified costs, including investigator responsibilities 

Separate attachments: 
 Letters of support from each division or department chair outlining resources and support for the proposal
 NIH-format biographical sketch   of all investigators

Applications (PDF format) and inquiries can be sent to BCAR-leaders@list.pitt.edu  

https://grants.nih.gov/grants/forms/biosketch.htm
mailto:BCAR-leaders@list.pitt.edu
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Criteria for Pilot Project Proposals
Proposal reviewers will be instructed to emphasize significance and innovation criteria in their reviews.

Not all sub-criteria will apply to all projects, depending on scope and focus.

1. Overall Impact: 
 The likelihood for the project to result in subsequent funding from external organizations (e.g. NIH, NSF, 

PCORI) with the potential for significant impact on addiction knowledge or practice. 

2. Significance: 
 Does the project address an important problem or a critical barrier to progress in addiction research or 

addiction care delivery?
 Does it have the potential to reduce gender or racial/ethnic minority disparities?
 Does it focus on the needs of Southwestern Pennsylvania or have policy implications for the region?

3. Investigators:
 Required  : Inclusion of faculty in meaningful roles from at least two different departments/divisions that 

represent a combination of at least two of the three: basic, clinical, or population sciences.
 Involve experienced research faculty as well as more junior faculty or advanced trainee (e.g. post-doc)
 Co-investigators should demonstrate commitment and availability for the project.

4. Innovation:  
 Does the project shift current research, clinical practice, or public policy paradigms?
 Does the project propose novel theoretical concepts, approaches or methodologies, instrumentation, or 

interventions?

5. Approach: 
 Are the strategies, methods, and analyses well-reasoned and appropriate to accomplish the specific aims 

of the project?
 Are the proposed methods drawn from multiple disciplines?

6. Environment: 
 Are the personnel, equipment, and other physical resources available to the investigators to perform the 

proposed research within the timeframe allotted?

7. Timeline
 Research plan with milestones, including target date for NIH or equivalent submission
 The expectation is that NIH submission within the three months of study completion.

8. Budget: 
 Allowable costs: Salaries of co-investigators, postdoctoral researchers and other research staff, stipends 

for graduate and undergraduate researchers, equipment, supplies, publication costs and travel to 
scientific meetings. These funds are for University of Pittsburgh employees or affiliated UPMC 
employees.  In rare instances funds can be used for outside employees when there is no University of 
Pittsburgh expertise.  

 Payments in two tranches, with the 2nd payment dependent on demonstration of satisfactory progress 
toward proposed goals.


